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1
GENERATING SWEEP SEQUENCES

This application claims the benefit under 35 U.S.C. §119
(e) to U.S. Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 60/957,
128, entitled, “EVOLUTIONARY SYSTEMS AND METH-
ODS FOR PROCESSING SEISMIC DATA,” which was filed
on Aug. 21, 2007, and is hereby incorporated by reference in
its entirety.

BACKGROUND

The invention generally relates to generating sweep
sequences.

Seismic exploration involves surveying subterranean geo-
logical formations for hydrocarbon deposits. A survey typi-
cally involves deploying seismic source(s) and seismic sen-
sors at predetermined locations. The sources generate seismic
waves, which propagate into the geological formations cre-
ating pressure changes and vibrations along their way.
Changes in elastic properties of the geological formation
scatter the seismic waves, changing their direction of propa-
gation and other properties. Part of the energy emitted by the
sources reaches the seismic sensors. Some seismic sensors
are sensitive to pressure changes (hydrophones) and others
are sensitive to particle motion (e.g., geophones). Industrial
surveys may deploy only one type of sensors or both. In
response to the detected seismic events, the sensors generate
electrical signals to produce seismic data. Analysis of the
seismic data can then indicate the presence or absence of
probable locations of hydrocarbon deposits.

One type of seismic source is an impulsive energy source,
such as dynamite for land surveys or a marine air gun for
marine surveys. The impulsive energy source produces a
relatively large amount of energy that is injected into the earth
in a relatively short period of time. Accordingly, the resulting
data generally has a relatively high signal-to-noise ratio,
which facilitates subsequent data processing operations. The
use of an impulsive energy source for land surveys may pose
certain safety and environmental concerns.

Another type of seismic source is a seismic vibrator, which
is used in connection with a “vibroseis” survey. For a seismic
survey that is conducted on dry land, the seismic vibrator
imparts a seismic source signal into the earth, which has a
relatively lower energy level than the signal that is generated
by an impulsive energy source. However, the energy that is
produced by the seismic vibrator’s signal lasts for a relatively
longer period of time.

SUMMARY

In an embodiment of the invention, a technique includes
generating a plurality of sweep sequences and evaluating a
cost for the sequences. The technique includes perturbing the
sequences and continuing the evaluation and perturbing until
the cost is within a limit or a maximum number of perturba-
tions is reached.

In an embodiment of the invention, a system includes a
memory and a processor. The processor executes the program
instructions to generate a plurality of sweep sequences for
seismic vibrators for a seismic survey, evaluate a cost for the
sequences and perturb the sequences. The processor executes
the program instructions to continue the evaluation and per-
turbing of the sequences until the cost is within a limit or a
maximum number of perturbations is reached

In another embodiment of the invention, a system includes
seismic vibrators. The seismic vibrators generate sweep
sequences that are determined by generating a plurality of
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sweep sequences, evaluating a cost for the sequences, per-
turbing the sequences and continuing the evaluation and per-
turbing of the sequences until the cost is within a limit or a
maximum number of perturbations is reached.

In another embodiment of the invention, a technique
includes generating a sweep sequence for a seismic vibrator
for a seismic survey. The technique includes evaluating a cost
for the sequence and perturbing the sequence. The technique
includes continuing the evaluation and perturbing until the
cost is within a limit or a maximum number of perturbations
is reached.

In yet another embodiment of the invention, a system
includes a seismic vibrator. The seismic vibrator generate a
sweep sequence that is determined by generating a sweep
sequence, evaluating a cost for the sequence, perturbing the
sequence and continuing the evaluation and perturbing of the
sequence until the cost is within a limit or a maximum number
of perturbations has been reached.

Advantages and other features of the invention will become
apparent from the following drawing, description and claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a vibroseis acquisition
system according to an embodiment of the invention.

FIGS. 2 and 3 depict exemplary sweep sequences accord-
ing to an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of a processing system
according to an embodiment of the invention.

FIGS. 5 and 6 are flow diagrams depicting techniques to
generate sweep sequences according to embodiments of the
invention.

FIG. 7 depicts an autocorrelation estimate of a sweep
sequence according to an embodiment of the invention.

FIGS. 8 and 9 depict spectrograms of two sweep sequences
according to an embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring to FIG. 1, an exemplary land-based vibroseis
acquisition system 8 includes a surface-located seismic vibra-
tor 10; surface-located geophones D, D,, D; and D,; and a
data acquisition system 14. To perform a vibroseis survey, the
seismic vibrator 10 generates a seismic source signal 15 for
purposes of injecting a vibroseis sweep into the earth. An
interface 18 between subsurface impedances Im, and Im,
reflects the signal 15 at points I, I,, I; and I, to produce a
reflected signal 19 that is detected by the geophones D,, D,,
D, and D, respectively. The data acquisition system 14 gath-
ers the raw seismic data acquired by the geophones D, D,, D,
and D,, and the raw seismic data may be processed to yield
information about subsurface reflectors and the physical
properties of subsurface formations.

For purposes of generating the seismic source signal 15,
the seismic vibrator 10 may contain an actuator (a hydraulic
or electromagnetic actuator, as examples) that drives a vibrat-
ing element 11 in response to a driving signal (called “DF
(t)”). More specifically, the driving signal DF(t) may be a
sinusoid whose amplitude and frequency are changed during
the sweep, as further discussed below. Because the vibrating
element 11 is coupled to a base plate 12 that is in contact with
the earth surface 16, the energy from the element 11 is
coupled to the earth to produce the seismic source signal 15.

Among its other features, the seismic vibrator 10 may
include a signal measuring apparatus 13, which includes sen-
sors (accelerometers, for example) to measure the seismic
source signal 15 (i.e., to measure the output force of the
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seismic vibrator 10). As depicted in FIG. 1, the seismic vibra-
tor 10 may be mounted on a truck 17, an arrangement that
enhances the vibrator’s mobility.

The vibrating element 11 contains a reaction mass that
oscillates at a frequency and amplitude that is controlled the
driving signal DF(t): the frequency of the driving signal DF(t)
sets the frequency of oscillation of the reaction mass; and the
amplitude of the oscillation, in general, is controlled by a
magnitude of the driving signal DF(t). During the sweep, the
frequency of the driving signal DF(t) transitions (and thus, the
oscillation frequency of the reaction mass transitions) over a
range of frequencies, one frequency at time. The amplitude of
the driving signal DF(t) is varied during the sweep pursuant to
a designed amplitude-time envelope.

It is noted that unlike the seismic vibrator 10, a seismic
vibrator may alternatively be constructed to be located in a
borehole. Thus, seismic sensors, such as geophones, may
alternatively be located in the borehole. Although specific
examples of surface-located seismic vibrators and seismic
sensors are set forth herein, it is understood that the seismic
sensors, the seismic vibrator or both of these entities may be
located downhole.

One way to increase the acquisition efficiency of the survey
is to use multiple vibrators that generate separate sweep
sequences. In this manner, one of the vibrators may operate its
vibrating element to generate a particular sweep sequence,
and during the time in which the vibrator is resetting its
vibrating element, another vibrator may begin operating its
vibrating sequence to generate another sweep sequence. The
acquisition efficiency may be further improved by listening
for one sweep sequence while another sweep sequence is
being generated. However, the sweep sequences should not
interfere with each other, which means the sweep sequences
should be orthogonal. Ideally, orthogonal sweep sequences
have a cross correlation that is zero.

Referring to FIGS. 2, 3 and 4 in accordance with embodi-
ments of the invention described herein, a processing system
100 (see FIG. 4) is used to generate orthogonal sweep
sequences, such as exemplary orthogonal sweep sequences
50 and 52 that are depicted in FIGS. 2 and 3, respectively. The
sweep sequences 50 and 52 represent the seismic energy
transmitted by the vibrating elements. It is noted that the
associated driving signals may be identical to the depicted
sweep sequences or may be pre-compensated to account for
physical limitations and characteristics of the seismic vibra-
tors, depending on the particular embodiment of the inven-
tion.

The sweep sequences 50 and 52 may be generated in the
same exact time period or one sequence 50, 52 may lag behind
the other sequence 50, 52, depending on the particular
embodiment of the invention. As depicted in FIGS. 2 and 3,
the sweep sequence 50 has an initial segment 50q that con-
tains higher frequencies, as compared to an initial segment
52a of the sequence 52, which has lower frequencies. The
latter portion 505 of the sweep sequence 50 has lower fre-
quencies, as compared to the latter portion 525 of the sweep
sequence 52, which has higher frequencies. It is noted that the
sweep sequences 50 and 52 illustrate one out of many pos-
sible outcomes for a pair of orthogonal sweep sequences. For
example, time reversing both sequences 50 and 52 results in a
pair of orthogonal sweep sequences that have the same prop-
erties. Time reversing the sweep sequences 50 and 52 may be
beneficial because the sequences become more like upsweeps
rather than downsweeps.

As described herein, the processing system 100 uses an
evolutionary technique, such as a simulated annealing or
genetic algorithm (as non-limiting examples), to create pseu-
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dorandom sweep sequences for use in seismic vibrators. For
purposes of generating the sweep sequences, constraints may
be placed on the sequences, such as constraints on the fre-
quency spectra; the amplitude spectra; the sidelobe levels at
various lagtime windows and the mainlobe in the autocorre-
lation estimate; and the cross-correlation between the sweep
sequences.

As a more specific example, in accordance with embodi-
ments of the invention described herein, in the generation of
the sweep sequences, a cost function is calculated and used as
a decision making guide in determining whether to accept or
reject changes in the sweep sequences. In general, the cost
function may be characterized by a number of different fac-
tors, such as the autocorrelation of the generated sweeps, a
cross-correlation and a total energy. Itis noted that a standard
deviation or any other measure of the sidelobe energy may be
used in the optimization process.

Referring to FIG. 4, in general, the processing system 100
may include one or more processors 104, such as microcon-
trollers and/or microprocessors. In general, the processor 104
may be coupled through one or more buses 108 to a memory
110, which stores various programs 112 and datasets 114. In
general, as described herein, the programs 112 may, when
executed by the processor 104, cause the processor 104 to
determine such results as autocorrelation estimates, cross-
correlation estimates, cost functions, sweep sequence energy,
probabilities of accepting worse solutions, etc. These param-
eters, in turn, may be stored as the datasets 114. Furthermore,
the programs 112, when executed by the processor 104, may
cause the processor 104 to perform the evolutionary methods
that are described herein for purposes of generating the
orthogonal sweep sequences.

Itis noted that FIG. 4 depicts merely an example of one out
of' many possible architectures for the processing system 100.
Thus, many variations are contemplated and are within the
scope of the appended claims. For example, in accordance
with other embodiments of the invention, the processing sys-
tem 100 may be a distributed processing system and thus, may
include processing subsystems that are connected together
and may be located in different locations.

For the processing system 100 that is depicted in FI1G. 4, the
processing system 100 may also include a display driver 116
that drives a display 120 for purposes of displaying the results
of the processing by the processor 104. As examples, the
display 120 may display autocorrelation estimates, cross-
correlation estimates, generated sweep sequences, etc. Addi-
tionally, as depicted in FIG. 4, the processing system 100 may
include interfaces to communicate with other computer and/
or processing systems, such as a network interface card (NIC)
124, which is connected to a network 126.

Referring to FIG. 5, regardless of the particular form of the
processing system 100, the processing system 100 may
execute instructions to perform a technique 150 for purposes
of generating orthogonal sweep sequences or generating a
single sweep sequence that has superior autocorrelation prop-
erties. Referring to FIG. 5, pursuant to the technique 150, the
processing system 100 receives constraints (block 124) for
the sweep sequence(s). As further described below, these
constraints may be constraints on the frequency spectra, the
amplitudes spectra, the lag windows between the sweep
sequence(s), the phases ofthe sweep sequences, etc. Based on
these constraints, an initial estimate the sweep sequence(s) is
generated and then an iterative process begins to optimize the
sweep sequence(s) within the constraints based on a calcu-
lated cost function.

More specifically, in accordance with some embodiments
of'the invention, the technique 150 includes perturbing (block
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158) the sweep sequence(s), and for the perturbed sweep
sequence(s), a cost function is determined, pursuant to block
162. The cost function may be a weighted combination of an
autocorrelation estimate, a cross-correlation estimate (for
multiple, orthogonal sweep sequences) and a total energy of
the sweep sequence(s). Based at least in part on the calculated
cost function, a determination is then made (diamond 166)
whether to accept the new, perturbed sweep sequence(s). As
further described below, this decision may be based at least in
part on whether the cost is decreased or increased due to the
perturbation as well as a probability that a better solution
exists. Based on the decision in diamond 166, the sweep
parameters may be updated, pursuant to block 170. A deci-
sion is then made, pursuant to diamond 174, whether the
sweep sequence(s) should be further refined. It is noted that
this decision may be based on, as further described herein,
such factors as the maximum number of iterations and
whether a predetermined cost has been achieved. If the gen-
eration continues, control returns to block 158.

In accordance with embodiments of the invention, a simu-
lated annealing algorithm may be employed for purposes of
generating the sweep sequence(s). Annealing is a technique
for hardening metals, which involves heating up the metal to
its melting point and then slowly cooling off the metal to
allow the atoms of the metal to reach lower energy states. A
simulated annealing algorithm involves exploring a solution
space in a random or pseudo-random manner and evaluating
a cost function for each evaluated solution.

Simulated annealing involves using a synthetic tempera-
ture (called ““I”” herein), which is initially large but decreases
as the simulated annealing progresses. In general, many rela-
tively bad solutions are accepted initially when the synthetic
temperature T is large. As the synthetic temperature T
decreases, fewer bad solutions are accepted as the algorithm
settles on a minimum.

For each potential solution, a cost function is calculated
and evaluated. If the proposed solution decreases the cost,
then, in accordance with some embodiments of the invention,
the solution is accepted and the sweep sequence(s) are
updated accordingly. However, the simulated annealing algo-
rithm does not necessarily reject solutions that increase the
cost. Instead, a probability of accepting a worse solution is
evaluated, and this probability is used for purposes of deter-
mining whether a solution that increases the cost will be
accepted. The probability of accepting a worse solution
decreases with the synthetic temperature T.

As a more specific example, the probability of accepting a
worse solution involves evaluating the following expression:

AE
PAE,T)=eT, Eg- 1

where “P(AE,T)” represents the probability of accepting a
worse solution, “AE” represents the difference in cost (be-
tween the current cost and the cost of the new solution) and
“T” represents the synthetic temperature. In general, for a
relatively large synthetic temperature T, more solutions are
accepted, which are associated with increased costs. How-
ever, as the synthetic temperature T decreases, fewer solu-
tions are accepted that increase the cost. By accepting higher
cost alternatives during the initial phase of the simulated
annealing algorithm, a larger solution space is evaluated and
prevents the solution from prematurely settling in a local
minimum. However, as the synthetic temperature T decreases
to zero, the local minimum for the current solution is found.
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6

The synthetic temperature T is decreased pursuant to a
predetermined annealing schedule. In accordance with some
embodiments of the invention, the annealing schedule may be
described as follows:

T,=a"T,, Eq.2

where “T,,” represents the synthetic temperature for the cur-
rent iteration number (called “n”), “a”” represents a selected
constant and “T,” represents the initial value of the synthetic
temperature (at iteration zero). Due to this relationship, the
synthetic temperature T,, has a positive initial value of T, and
decreases to zero as the number of iterations increase.

Other probabilities may be evaluated and other annealing
schedules may be used, in accordance with other embodi-
ments of the invention.

As amore specific example, for purposes of generating one
or more sweep sequences, FIG. 6 depicts a simulated anneal-
ing technique 200 that may be performed by the processor of
the data processing system 100 (see FIG. 4) executing
instructions, in accordance with some embodiments of the
invention. The technique 200 may be used for purposes of
generating orthogonal sweep sequences for use with multiple
seismic vibrators as well as generating a single sweep
sequence that has superior autocorrelation properties. Pursu-
ant to the technique 200, an initial state of the sweep
sequence(s) and the initial temperature is first calculated,
pursuant to block 204. Also, initially, the current state of the
sequence(s) (i.e., the parameters that define or characterize
the sweep sequence(s)) is set equal to the best state, pursuant
to block 210. In the technique 200, the current state is manipu-
lated for purposes of finding optimal sweep sequence(s). This
involves a processing loop that begins with block 214.

Pursuant to block 214, the sweep sequence(s) are per-
turbed. It is noted that this perturbation may be random or
pseudo-random, within the predefined constraints for the
sweep sequences. After the perturbation, a new cost is calcu-
lated, pursuant to block 218. In accordance with some
embodiments of the invention, the cost may be weighted as
follows for the determination of orthogonal sweep sequences:
approximately sixty-five percent of the cost is attributable to
the autocorrelation estimate, thirty-four percent of the cost
attributable to the cross-correlation estimate and one percent
of the cost attributable to the total energy of the sweep
sequences. It is noted, however, that the components of the
cost may be different may be weighted differently and the
components, in accordance with other embodiments of the
invention. For example, in accordance with embodiments of
the invention in which the technique 200 is used to generate a
single sweep sequence, the corresponding cost function may
be based on a ratio of the autocorrelation peak at lag zero to
autocorrelation values at other lags. This is equivalent to
pushing down the autocorrelation values at nonzero lags, or
suppressing the sidelobes of the autocorrelation.

Based on the cost, a determination is made (diamond 222)
whether to accept the new state (due to the perturbation) as the
best state. As a more specific example, if the cost is decreased
due to the perturbation, then in accordance with some
embodiments of the invention, the new state is accepted as the
best state, pursuant to block 226. If the cost is increased due
to the perturbation, then the probability P(AE,T) (see Eq. 1)
may be evaluated to determine whether to accept the new
state, in accordance with some embodiments of'the invention.
In this regard, the probability P(AE,T) may be compared to a
random number or a predefined threshold (depending on the
particular embodiment of the invention) to determine whether
to accept the current state. If the probability is greater than the
random number or a predefined threshold (as examples), then
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the current state is accepted, pursuant to block 226. Other-
wise, the current state is rejected.

After the current state is accepted or rejected, a determina-
tion is then made, pursuant to diamond 230, whether the
maximum number of perturbations has been reached. In this
regard, the maximum number of perturbations may be pre-
defined so that the technique 200 is performed at a given
synthetic temperature T until the maximum number of per-
turbations is reached. It is noted that the decision in diamond
230 may also or alternatively be based on whether a particular
cost has been achieved and/or other factors, depending on the
particular embodiment of the invention.

Thus, if the maximum perturbations have not been reached,
control returns to block 214. If, however, the maximum num-
ber of perturbations has been reached, then a determination is
made (diamond 234) whether the maximum number of itera-
tions has been reached. In other words, the synthetic tempera-
ture T decreases pursuant to its annealing schedule (such as
the one described by Eq. 2) until a certain amount of iterations
have been reached. If the maximum number of iterations has
not been reached, then the temperature is lowered according
to the annealing schedule, pursuant to block 238, and controls
returns to block 214. Otherwise, the sweep sequence(s) have
been determined and the technique 200 terminates.

As an example of an application of the simulated annealing
technique simulation constraints were placed on the autocor-
relation estimate of a sweep sequence in order to reduce the
energy of the sidelobes under a particular value, and a con-
straint was placed on the frequency spectrum so that the
spectrum was flat (i.e., constant or near constant magnitude)
in a specified frequency band (a 0.5 dB variation was
allowed). FIG. 7 illustrates the result of the simulation for a
sequence length was 500 samples. In particular, FIG. 7
depicts a graph 258 of the sidelobe energy of the autocorre-
lation estimate of the generated sweep sequence. As shown,
this autocorrelation estimate is below the sidelobe energy of
a randomly generated sweep sequence depicted by a graph
254.

In another simulation also the cross-correlation estimate
between two sweeps was reduced in addition to the sidelobes
of their autocorrelation estimates. But this time there was no
constraint on the frequency spectrum. The output of the simu-
lation showed separation of amplitudes at each frequency.
Because the Fourier transform of the cross-correlation is the
product of the Fourier transform of one sweep with the con-
jugate of the Fourier transform of the second sweep, in order
to minimize the cross-correlation estimates, one sequence
assumed a relatively large amplitude at a given frequency, and
the other sequence assumed a relatively small amplitude at
that frequency. At another frequency the roles could be oppo-
site. Total energy of each sweep was kept approximately
constant in order to prevent a zero energy case for an entire
sweep.

In another simulation, the amplitude spectra of two gener-
ated sweeps were kept above particular levels, not allowing
frequency splitting while the cross-correlation for particular
lag times was reduced. In this case it is impossible to mini-
mize the cross-correlation estimates at all the lagtimes since
spectra of both sequences were kept relatively constant. In
this case we reduce the variance of the cross-correlation fora
particular listening time or a window of lagtimes. In such a
scenario time-frequency splitting may be the result of such an
optimization. FIGS. 8 and 9 illustrate the result of the simu-
lation. Thus, in FIG. 8 (which shows a spectrogram 300 of one
of the sweep sequences, relatively lower spectral energy 304
was present in the first half and of the sweep sequence) and
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relatively higher frequency spectral energy 308 was present in
the latter half of the sweep sequence. The inverse relationship
occurred for the other sweep sequence (as depicted in its
spectrogram 310 in FIG. 9): relatively higher spectral energy
312 is present in the first half of the sweep sequence and
relatively lower spectral energy 314 is present in the latter half
of'the sequence.

While the present invention has been described with
respect to a limited number of embodiments, those skilled in
the art, having the benefit of this disclosure, will appreciate
numerous modifications and variations therefrom. It is
intended that the appended claims cover all such modifica-
tions and variations as fall within the true spirit and scope of
this present invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

generating a plurality of broadband pseudorandom sweep

sequences for seismic vibrators for a seismic survey;
perturbing the sequences to provide a candidate perturbed
state of the sequences;

evaluating a cost for the perturbed state of the sequences;

selectively reverting the sequences back to a previous state

or accepting the candidate perturbed state based at least
in part on the cost;

continue perturbing, evaluating and selectively reverting or

accepting until the cost is within a limit or a maximum
number of perturbations is reached; and

actuating a plurality of vibrators, each following one of the

sweep sequences.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the generating com-
prises generating orthogonal sweep sequences.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein continuing perturbing,
evaluating and selectively reverting or accepting comprises
maximizing a ratio of an autocorrelation peak at lag zero
relative to autocorrelation values at other lags, minimizing a
cross correlation factor and constructing the sequences based
on predetermined phase, amplitude and spectra criteria.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein perturbing, evaluating
and selectively reverting or accepting includes using a simu-
lated annealing method.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the act of evaluating the
cost comprises determining a cost based on an autocorrela-
tion, a cross correlation and a sweep sequence energy.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the sweep sequences
comprise vibroseis sweep sequences.

7. A method comprising:

generating broadband pseudorandom sweep sequences for

a-seismic vibrators for a seismic survey;

perturbing the sequences to provide a candidate perturbed

state of the sequences using a simulated annealing
method;

evaluating a cost for the perturbed state of the sequences;

selectively reverting the sequences back to a previous state

or accepting the candidate perturbed state based at least
in part on the cost;

continue perturbing, evaluating and selectively reverting or

accepting until the cost is within a limit or a maximum
number of perturbations is reached; and

actuating the vibrators following the sweep sequence.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein continuing perturbing,
evaluating and selectively reverting or accepting comprises
maximizing a ratio of an autocorrelation peak at lag zero
relative to autocorrelation values at other lags, minimizing a
cross correlation factor and constructing the sequences based
on predetermined phase, amplitude and spectra criteria.
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